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AUTISM HISTORICALLY
• Medicalized pathology

• Deficits and impairments

• Intervention
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Kapp et al., 2013; Lombardo & Mandelli, 2022; Pellicano & den Houting, 2021



NEURODIVERSITY
• Acceptance of difference

• Neurotype + identity

• Disability not disorder
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Botha et al., 2020, 2022; Bury et al., 2020; Dwyer, 2022; Jones et al., 2015; Kapp et al., 2013; 
Pellicano & Den Houting, 2021
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Medical

PFL (“with autism”)

Functioning/Severity

Intervention

Nonverbal

Special Interest

Neurodiversity

IFL (“autistic”)

Support Needs

Accommodation

Nonspeaking

Area of Expertise

LANGUAGE USE

Alvares et al., 2020; Botha et al., 2021, 2022; Bradshaw et al., 2021; Dallman et al., 2022; Dawson et al., 2022; den Houting, 2019; Geelhand et al., 2023; Kapp, 2023; Keates et 
al., 2022; Keating et al., 2022; Kenny et al., 2016; Koegel et al., 2020; Leadbitter et al., 2021; Urbanowicz et al., 2019; Walker & Raymaker, 2020
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ASDD SIG
LANGUAGE

USE 
GUIDELINES



LITERATURE REVIEW
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Peer-reviewed autism literature in 2021 (n = 2,322) 

Traditional Medical Language (TML) and Alternative 
Neurodiversity Language (ANL)

Change over time

Research topic, participant group, journal type



LANGUAGE CODING
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TML

High/low 
functioning

"high* function*" OR 
"high*-function*" OR "low* 

function*" or 
"low*-function*"

Special 
Interest 

"special interest*" or "interest 
special*" 

ANL

High/low 
support needs

"high support need*" OR 
"low support need*" or 

"support need*" 

Area of 
interest 

"area* of interest" or "interest 
area*" 

Bottema-Beutel et al., 2021; Dwyer et al., 2022; Monk et al., 2022



TERMS FREQUENCY
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ALTERNATIVE 

NEURODIVERSITY 

LANGUAGE %
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ANL Frequency 

Total Terms (ANL + TML)
=

*10

0



LANGUAGE 
USE 

ACROSS 
ARTICLES
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ANL 
OVER 
TIME
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ANL 
OVER 
TIME



IMPLICATIONS
• 2/3 USE PRIMARILY MEDICAL LANGUAGE

• SMALL POSITIVE CHANGE TOWARDS ANL

• EMERGING SHIFT



IMPLICATIONS
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RESEARCH
• Research question

• Comparison groups

• Autistic voices (CBPR)

• Outcome measurement

Benevides et al., 2020; Frazier et al., 2018; Nicolaidis et al., 2019; Roche et al., 2021

Conversation analysis for social 
communication 
(Yu & Sterponi, 2023)

Pacing toolkit for burnout 
(McGuinnes, 2021)

Reality checks for external validity (Polman 
et al., 2022)



IMPLICATIONS
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PRACTICE
• Assessment methods

• MIGDAS-2, CAT-Q, GQ-ASC, 
SAAT

• Self-report
• Strengths based
• Therapy goals



BREAKOUT 
ROOMS (5:15PM)
Discussion questions emailed
Please take notes!

Self-assign based on birthday 
month and focus 
• Research
• Clinical
• Teaching/Administrative 



FOLLOW UP 
SURVEY
https://bit.ly/autismlang2
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